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ONE SWALLOW.........

-does not make a summer, but John Waliton saw two
at Roger Ridding on 9" April and so it's official.
Summer is here at last! As you will read in this issue
there are lots of things to look forward to, but
gardens will be the priority for many of you and the
first two items may tempt some new gardeners. In
any event | hope you enjoy the months ahead!

THE GARDENING CLUB
We run an active gardening club, with membership
of approximately 35 drawn from across Leven Valley,
and are now in our sixth season. Our annual
programme is a mixture of private garden visits and
guest speakers. These are always lively and focus on
very local issues! We also run a bulk buying scheme
for composts and fertilisers etc.
We know that there are many enthusiastic gardeners
in the Rusland Valley and, if you are interested, we
can assure you of a warm welcome. We normally
meet on the evening of the third Thursday of the
month between April and October and our current
membership fee is £5.
If you would like to know more please contact Chris
Potts on 015395 31735 or christopher.potts
@virgin.net

RUSLAND VALLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
The Spring Garden Competition is to be judged on
Friday 19th May, if you are interested in entering your
garden please ring Margaret Dryden on 01229 861432

SATTERTHWAITE PLAYGROUND - 2006 BARBECUE
A date for your diaries - this year's playground BBQ
is on Saturday 15" July. Come one, come all and join
in the fun. Spread the word.

The playground committee is still short of two
volunteers to help run the playground through the
year. This is not onerous, but help is needed if the
playground is to continue. Roll up and volunteer to
Paul Townsend - 860206. It only takes a phone call.

THE DOWNSIDE OF RURAL LIFE
The Morecambe Bay NHS Trust find they have
overspent by £6.5 million and their website outlines
some economies being considered at Westmorland
General Hospital. These include closure of the
Coronary Care Unit and the Stroke Unit, amongst
other changes. The Trust's idea is that these facilities
are adequately provided at Lancaster or Furness and
anyway patients from our area can be transferred
back to WGH after a couple of days when they are
stable.
Only two years ago WGH opened an extra cardiac
facility to do angiograms and fit heart pacemakers —
the only one in the Bay area. The changes now
outlined are strangely silent as to whether this facility
will also be moved? Or will patients just have to take
the risk that they can be taken quickly enough to
Furness or Lancaster, should a heart attack be
induced by such procedures, when there is no longer
a Coronary Care Unit to back it up?

These ideas seem to commit already vulnerable
people in rural areas to being treated like a
commodity, to be moved yet further round the
countryside in pursuit of economies of scale? Is that
fair? Is it safe?

There is also the cost of extra car journeys that such
changes incur for patients and stressed relatives
commuting to other hospitals with the inherent risk of
road accidents involved. Depending on your
assumptions, the back of my envelope shows
between 300,000 and 700,000 extra car miles per year
producing 100 to 250 extra tons of carbon dioxide.

The Trust has invited public comment on their
proposals. There is still time — if you're quick.

Website at www.uhmb.nhs.uk/downloads/review
By post to: - Morecambe Bay Hospital Trust,
FREEPOST,
NAT 13265,
Lancaster LA1 4BR
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